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From  tilt:  " 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

On  Grain-Saying  Front 


January  9,  19^7 


RAOIO  SERVICE 


The  5-man  industry  advisory  subcommittee  on  grain  conservation  met  here 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  of  this  week  to  take  stock  of  grain-saving  so  far, 
and  consider  further  steps. 

This  subcommittee  urged  that  a  full  chance  he  given  to  100  percent 
application  of  agricultural  science  in  effecting  grain  saving. 

In  addition  to  major  projects  already  under  way  or  taking  shape 
(poultry  culling,  feeding  to  lighter  weights,  rat  and  insect  control, 
etc.)  the  subcommittee  discussed  several  other  approaches  for  special 
push: 

Cut  pig  losses  --  kO  percent  of  pigs  never  reach  maturity.  Subcom- 
mittee discussed  intensive  drive  to  cut  losses. 

Pasture  improvement       Subcommittee  suggested  campaign  to  sell  far- 
mers on  pasture  improvement,  to  reduce  amount  of  grain  feeding. 

■ 

Spread-  farrowings  --  Suggestion  that  spring  farrowings  be  spread  over 
a  longer  period  to  make  fuller  use  of  pasture  and  f orage ,.. thereby  save 
grain.      (Note:    Still  time  to  breed  for  late  spring  pig  crop  farrow.) 

As  various  future  grain  steps  may  be  considered,  meetings  would  be 
called  of  the  industry  advisory  committee. 

Those  attending  this  week's  meeting  included:    Walter  Berger  of  Amer- 
ican Feed  Manufacturers  Association;  H.  R.  Davison,  American  Meat  In- 
stitute; L.  S.  Hitchner,  Exec.  Secretary  of  Agricultural  Insecticide  and 
Fungicide  Association;  Eugene  Hamilton,  Washington  representative  of  the 
American  Farm  Bureau  Federation;  and  Herman  C.  Demme,  president  of  Na- 
tional Poultry  Producers  Federation.    Ass't.  Secretary  Brannan  presided. 


FARM  INCOME  TAX  DEADLINE  --  JANUARY  15! 

All  farmers  who  get  as  much  as  two -thirds  of  their  income  from  farming 
must  file  BY  JANUARY  1$  either:     (a)  Income  tax  returns,  or  (b)  declara- 
tion of  estimated  tax.    Not  enough  Internal  Revenue  staff  this  year  to 
hold  "open  house"  in  all  county  seats  to  answer  income  tax  questions,  but 
most  county  agricultural  agents  pretty  well  informed. 
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International  Wheat  Agreement  Coming  Up 

Jan.  28,  the  International  Wheat  Council  will  meet  here  to  negotiate 
and  sign  an  international  wheat  agreement  to  submit  to  the  legislative  bodi 
of  the  respective  countries.    U.  S.  and  Australia  urge.  5 -year  agreement... 
importing  countries  urge  k  years.    Representatives  of  the  U.  S.,  Australia, 
and  Canada  will  recommend  to  their  Governments ,  for  5-year  period,  minimum 
price  of  $1.20  and  maximum  of  $2,  "basis  No..  1  Manitoba  Northern  in  store 
Fort  William-Port  Arthur,  Canada.     (Note:     Ordinarily,  Fort  William-Port 
Arthur  prices  about  same  as  Chicago,  and  10-12^  above  Kansas  City. 

U.  S.  proposes  maximum  range  of  hG<fi  between  minimum  and  maximum  prices 
for  any  one  year.    Also  that  minimum  and  maximum  for  first  year  of  agree - 
'  ment  (Aug.  -July  VJ+8-^9)'  be  $'1.60  and  $2.00. 


Spreading  World  Food  Relief  -  Load 


On  Dec.  3°,  President  Truman  signed  an  act  authorizing  cooperation 
between  the  U.  S,  and  non -Europe an  countries  to  boost  food  production. .. and 
so  spread  the  load  of  meeting  world  food  relief  needs.     (See  page  5  of  our 
RFD  Letter  for  Nov.  28.) 

Secretary  Anderson  discussed  this  program  here  this  week  with  an  FAO 
Council  committee.    See  enclosure. 


Official  Travel  and  Meetings  -  — - 

Under  Secretary  Dodd  --  Pes  Moines  --  Feb.  13        Iowa  Farm  Institute. 

Ass '  t    Se-cretary  Brannan  --  Orlar.ao  --  Jan.  2k.  --  Award  to  USDA  Laboratory 
for  work  on  DDT. 

H.  H.  Bennett-,-  SCS  ----  Salt  Lake  City  --  Jan.  Ik  --  National  Beekeepers  Assoc 

Gus  F.  Geissler,  Federal  Crop  Insurance  --  Chicago  --  January  19-20  -  Har- 
rison Hotel;  Kansas  City-—  Jan,  21*-22       Pickwick  Hotel;  Spokane  --  Jan. 
26-27       Spokane  Hotel.  •  ■ 

E.  A.  Meyer,  ■Admin";'  Research  and  Marketing  Admin.        H^risburg  --  Jan. 
15*--  at  dinner  of  Pennsylvania  Coop,  Potato  Growers  at  Pem  Harris  Hotel; 
Atlantic  City  --  Jan.  18-19  --  at  meeting  of  Natl.  -Canners  Assoc.;  Salt 
Lake  City  --  Jan.  29  --  Natl.  Wool  Growers  Assoc.  ; 

'H.  W,  Williamson,  Assrt    Director  Extension  --  Atlanta  --  January  20-23  -- 
National  Cotton  Council. 

31  State  Extension  Directors  --  Baton  Rouge       Jan.  26-Feb.  5  --  for  Ex- 
tension Directors  Administrative  Workshop, 
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President's  Message  to  Congress 

Following  are  some  of  the  points  "bearing  more  directly  on  agriculture 
from  President  Truman's  State  of  the  Union  message  to  Congress  on  Wednesday 
(the  7th)  of  this'  week:  • 

Reclamation       "We  must  expand  our  reclamation  program  to  "bring  millions 
of  acres  of  arid  land  into  production,  and  to  improve  water  supplies  for 
additional  millions  of  acres." 

Forestry  --  "We  mUst  protect  and  restore  our  forests  "by  sustained-yield 
forestry  and  by  planting  new  trees  in  areas  now  slashed  and  "barren," 

Consumption  --  "The  farmer  can  sell  more  food  at  good  prices  when  the 
incomes  of  wage  earners  are  high  and  when  there  is  full  employment.  Adequate 
diets  for  every  American  family,  and  the  needs  of  our  industries  at  full  pro- 
duction, will  absorb  a  farm  output  well  above  our  present  levels*" 

Farm  income  --  Average  farmer  now  better  off  than  ever  "before,  "but  "In 
19^-6,  the  average  income  of  farm  people  was  $779,  contrasted  with  an  average 
income  of  $1,288  for  non-farm  people .    Within  the  next  decade,  we  should 
eliminate  elements  of  inequality  in  these  living  standards  .   .   .We  need  to 
continue  price  supports  for  major  farm  commodities  on  a  "basis  which  will 
afford  reasonable  protection  against  fluctuations  in  the  levels  of  produc- 
tion and  demand.    The  present  price  support  program  must  be  re-examined  and 
modernized. "  '"'"'' 

"Crop  Insurance  —  should  be  strengthened  and  its  benefits  extended... 
to  protect  the  farmer  against  the  special  hazards  to  which  he  is  subject," 

Marketing  --  "We  also  need  to  improve  the  means  for  getting  farm  pro- 
ducts into  the  markets  and  into  the  hands  of  consumers.    Cooperatives  which 
directly  or  indirectly  serve  this  purpose  must  be  encouraged       not  dis- 
couraged.   The  school  lunch  program  should  be  continued  and  adequately 
financed."' 

Eural  electrification  --  "We  need  to  go  forward  with  the  rural  elec- 
trification program  to  bring  the  benefits  of  electricity  to  all  our  farm 
population. "  ■ 

Conservation  --  "We  can,  and  must,  aid  and  encourage  farmers  to  con- 
serve their  soil  resources  and  restore  the  fertility  of  land  that  has  suf- 
fered from  neglect  or  unwise  use."  •  ■" 

Prices  --  "Since  October  prices  have  continued  to  rise.  .  Wholesale 
prices  have  gone  up  at  an  annual  rate  of'l8  percent".  .  .and  retail  prices 
"at  annual  rate  of  10  percent.    The  events  which  have  occurred  since  I 
presented  my  10 -point  ant i- inflation  program  to  the  Congress  on  November 
17  have  made  it  even  clearer  that  all  10  points  are  essential .    High  prices 
must  not  be  our  means  of  rationing." 

Se  ere  tary f  s . Annual  Report 

We're  enclosing  the  press  release  on  the  Secretary's  Annual  Report. 
In  addition  to  the  general  discussion,  note  wheat,  cotton,  tobacco,  potato 
comments  on  page  k.    We'll  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  report. 
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How  Much  Grain  Saved? 


USDA  has,  taken  stock  of  the  grain  saved  under  the  grain  conservation 
program »    This  represents  "best  estimates"  and  ""best  judgments"  for  our  own 
background  and  is  not  intended  for  official  release.    We  give  it  to  you  for 
your  "background,  with  the  request  that  you  not  quote  it  as  such,  especially 
the  figures. 

Here  are  the  estimates,  "by  categories: 

Millers  --  Met  and  dry  millers  apparently  have  saved  no  grain  in  past 
two  months.    As  for  flour  millers,  it  is  possible  that  people  are  eating 
more  "bread  "because  of  high  retail  prices  of  meats  and  other  livestock  pro- 
ducts . 

Feed  mixers  --  probably  using  less  wheat  because  of  high  price  of  wheat. 

Brewers       probably  have  not  reduced  grain  use  beyond  normal  seasonal 
decline , 

Distillers       limited  to  2.5  million  bushels  for  Oct.  2^-Jan.  31,  "but; 
actually  may  use  about  3  million.. .compared  with  20.2  million  from  Nov.  '46- 
Jan...  '^7.    However,  distillers  used  8  million  bushels  in  October  '^7  (in  - 
anticipation  of  controls)  as  against  k  million  in  Sept.  '47- 

Hog  feeding       From  mid-November  until  second  week  of  January,  barrows 
and  gilts  at  7  major  Corn  Belt  markets  averaged  ^  to  Q  pounds  lighter  than 
a  year  earlier. ..and  during  prior  6  weeks  starting,  early  in  October,  hogs 
averaged  10  to  16  pounds  under  corresponding  weeks  a  year  earlier. 

Spring  pig  crop  --  December  Pig  Crop  Report  indicates,  as  of  Dec.  1, 
farmers  intended  to  breed  11  percent  fewer  sows-  for  spring  farrow  than  last 
year .as . against  9  percent  reduction  called  for  in  goal. 

Cattle  finish  —  Market  reports  indicate  large  proportion  of  grain-  ■ 
fattened  cattle  being  given  short  feed.    And  some  indication  of  fewer 
calves  being  placed  on  grain  feed  this  fall  and  winter  for  long  feeding  for 
market  during  late  summer  and  early  fall  of  *kQ.     In  view  of  high  feed 
prices,  and  short  supplies,  probable  that  large  proportion  of  forage  being 
used  for  maintain  and  fatten  cattle  this  winter. 

Poultry       Looks  as  if  may  be  about  kkC  million  hens  and  pallets  on 
farms  Jan.  1  (when  official  estimate  comes  out  Jan.  10)... or  ^0  million 
more  than  goal  poultry  industry  committed  itself  to  with  Citizens  Food 
Committee ,. .and  about  one  percent  more  than  a  year  earlier.    If  this  esti- 
mate proves  correct,  will  indicate  only  about  normal  culling  during  No- 
vember and  December.    Industry  committed  itself  to  33  percent  cut  in  com-- 
mercial  hatchery  output  for  November,  December,  January.     Latest  Hatchery 
Report  indicated  2k  percent  cu-o  in  hatchery  output  for  .November,  but  this, 
of  course,  based  on  eggs  set  as  of  November  1  before  industry  commitment 
made.    The  report  showed  only  17  percent,  fewer  eggs  in  incubators  December 
1  than  year  earlier;  at  that  rate,  industry  would  fall  about  50  percent 
short  of  November -January  goal  for  reducing  hatchery  output .  y.i,  „ 
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How  Much  Grain  Saved?  (Cont'd) 

Dairy  —  About  3  percent  less  grain,  mill  feeds,  and  concentrates  fed 
per  milk  cow  last  quarter  of  fVf  than  last  quarter  of  *k6.    And  dairy  cows 
fed  dropped  from  average  of  2k%  million  in  ,J+6  to  estimated  2k  million 
average  in  '^7. 

Cost  of  feed,  and  prices  of  livestock  products,  had  important  in- 
fluence where  rates  of  feeding  and  herd  and  flock  numbers  have  been  re- 
duced. 


Consumer  Textile  Preference  ' 

We're  enclosing  BAE's  bulletin  "Women' s  Preferences  Among  Selected 
Textile  Products."    Those  of  you  in  cotton  and  wool  producing  territory 
may  find  background  to  tie  in  with  features  for  growers  on' consumption 
trends  and  quality  factors  in  retaining  markets  for  wool  and  cotton.  Other 
folks  at  the  station,  especially  the  advertising  department,  also  may  be 
interested. 


Recent  Publications 

"Progress  in  Scientific  Farm  Management"  ,--  summarizes  work  in  various 
States  on  work  simplification:     cutting  seed  potatoes,  harvesting  celery, 
dairy  farm  chores,  tobacco  production,  etc.    Also  points  to  future  possi- 
bilities.    (Un-numbered  publication) 

"Butter  as  a  Source  of  Vitamin  A  in  the  Diet  of  the  People  of  the 
United  States"  --  reports  highly  significant  study  by  USDA  and  21  State  ^ 
Experiment  Stations  on  seasonal  variation  in  Vitamin  A  in  milk  and  butter 
from  different  regions.     Study  linked  with  aim  to  develop  feeding  methods 
to  improve  Vitamin  A  potency  of  milk  and  butter  during  winter.  Bulletin 
should  provide  background  for  good  dairy  feeding  features-,     (Misc.  Pub. 
No.  636). 

"List  of  Sires  Proved  in  Dairy-Herd  Improvement  Associations  19^7" 
contains  names  and  records  of  526  sires.     (Misc.  Pub.  No.  637), 

"Relation  Between  Urinary  Calculi  and  Use  of  Grain  Sorghum  in  Steer- 
Fattening  Rations  in  the  Southern  Great  Plains"  --  suggests  possibility 
that  urinary  calculi  may  be  controlled  to  considerable  extent  by  using 
threshed  grain  rather  than  heads,  and  by  feeding  phosphorous  supplement, 
(Technical  Bulletin  No.  19^5). 

"Korean  Lespedeza  Worth  Millions  to  East  Central  and  Adjacent  States" 
tells  research  story  back  of  this  annual  $200  million  crop.  (Research 
Achievement  Sheet  88.) 

NOTE:    Single  copies  of  foregoing  publications  available  to  you. 
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AMONG      OUESELVES  ;    ,  .  , 

'48  Television  Forecast  ,  t  . 
 ,    .       •  — -                          . . :  .  ..: 

'Frank  Mullen,  NBC  executive  -'Vi^  president,  predicts  from  750,000  .to  • 
1,000,000  television  sets ' in  use  -"by  lthe  end  of  '48. .' .and  an  increase  in 
TV  stations  in  operation  from  the  present  19  to  50,  with  TV  "service  avail- 
able to  kO  million  people . 

Co-op  Information  Workshop 

This  week,  the  Program  Planning  Committee  for  the  20th  annual  session  of 
the  American  Institute  of  Cooperation  has  "been  .meeting-  in  Chicago.     It- has 
"been  planning  the  annual  meeting  August  29-Sept.  3^ at  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  at  Amherst.    The  program  again  will  include  information  work- 
shops; on  radio  and  other  information  media. 

Market  Hews  Ideas  „ 

In  the  November  issue  of  PMA's  "Marketing  Activities",  regional  infor- 
mation man  Arthur  Susott  reflects  on  radio's  peculiar  advantages  in  dis- 
seminating market  news. . .and  on  possibilities  for  expanded  radio  .coverage. 
He  throws  in  some  of  hie  own  observations  as  to  the  kind  of  market  news 
farmers  want,  hew  they  want  it  presented,  and  when.    May  be  thought -provoking 
to  those  of  you  who  are  doing  seme  thinking  on  the  subject. 

Cordially, 

t 

Kenneth  My  Gapen 

Ass't.  Director  of  Information 

for  Radio  and  Video 

Enclosures : 

Production  and  Distribution  Committee  of 

FA0  Council  Holds  first  meeting 
Farm  Prosperity  and  Problems  Summarized  in  Secretary 

Anderson's  Annual  Report 
Women's  Preferences  Among  Selected  Textile  Products 
Agricultural  Outlook 


FARMS  GETTING  LARGER  Farms  in  the  United  States  are  getting  fever  tut 

(AND  ALSO  FEWER)  larger,  the  Pureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  re- 

ports in  the  January  issue  of  the  Agricultural 
Situation.     The  average  farm  for  the  country  as 

a  whole  is  now  50  acres  larger  than  25  years  ago  and  20  acres  larger  than  5 

years  ago,  on  the  "basis  of  preliminary  194 5  census  data. 

That's  the  average  of  all  farms.     In  the  Midwest  where  extremes  of 
size  are  less  marked,  the  average  farm  is  now  30  acres  larger  than  a  quarter 
century  ago.     In  Oklahoma,  a  State  settled  almost  entirely  under  the  l60- 
acre  homestead  unit,  the  average  farm  has  increased  from  166  acres  in  1920 
to  220  acres. ; 

Over  half  of  the  farm  land  in  the  Nation  is  in  farms  csf  over  500 
acres,  compared  to  only  a  third  in  192C.    And  farms  over  1,000  acres  now  ac- 
count for  k-0  percent  of  the  farm  land  in  the  country,  compared  with'  less 
than  ■    25  percent  25  years  ago  . 
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SCHOOL  LUNCH  AND  FOOD  Six  months  ago  we  reported  on 'the  appropriation 

PRESERVATION  PROGRAMS  for  various  activities  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 

culture.   The  75  million  dollars  appropriated  for 
school  lunches  has  "been  allocated  and  indications 
are  that  available  funds  will  not  meet  the  demand  for  this  program.  Federal 
Aid  for  school  lunches  may  end  well  in  advance  of  the  end  of  the  school  year 
in  many  states . 

Plans  are  under  way  for  an  active  program  of  community  food  preser- 
vation projects.  These  projects  will  consist  of  those  for  school  lunches  and 
those  for  institutional  use. 

Market  news  funds  have  heen  allocated  and  new  offices  have  "been 
opened  during  the  year,  as  previously  reported  in  this  letter.     No  changes 
are  expected  during  the  "balance  of  this  year. 
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FHA  WILL  CONTINUE  HELP  The  Farmers  Home  Administration  (formerly  Farm 

TO  FARMERS  IN  19^7  Security  Administration)  in  19^7  will  continue  to 

give  supervised  credit  and  help  family-type  far- 
mers adjust  their  farm  practices  on  a  sound,  and. 
profitable  "basis.     In  line  with  the  agency's  long-range  objecting  of  making 
farm  owners  out  of  worthy  tenants,  sharecroppers,  and  farm  laborers,  farm 
ownership  loans  will  he  made  at  3 2  percent  interest  and  he  repayable  within 
hO  years.     The  Farmers  Home  Administration  is  authorized  to  insure  loans  made 
"by  private  lenders  to  farm  families  up  to  90  percent  of  the  farms'  value. 
However .  funds  have  not  yet  been  appropriated.     The  new  act  also  provides  that 
veterans  will  be  given  priority  for  loans.    Through  a  special  provision,  dis- 
abled veterans  may  now  receive  loans  to  buy  farms  less  than  family-size , 
provided  their  earnings  plus  their  pensions  will  support  their  families  and 
clear  their  debt.    Production  and  subsistence  loans  -  carrying  5  percent 
interest  and  running  from  one  to  five  years  -  will  be  available  to  buy  seed, 
fertilizer,  livestock,  farm  equipment,  supplies,  and  other  farm  necessities. 
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MORE  ANNUAL  REPORTS  Annual  reports,  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service, 

the  Crop  Insurance  Corporation,  and  the  Bureau 
.  of  Plant  Industry,  Soils  and  Agricultural  Engin- 
eering ~,wlll  be  released  this  week.    We'll  mail  you  a  copy  of  any  of  them, 
if  you  request  it  .    .   .The  Extension  Service  report  notes ;  among  items,  that 
there  are  now  817  Negro  Extension  agents  in  15  states ,  or  217  more  than  at 
the  beginning  of  the  war.  -  ■-.  • 
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STATE  AND  REGIONAL  COMMITTEES  The  various  state  and  regional  committees  con- 
T0  HOLD  RESEARCH  CONFERENCES    cerned  with  cooperative  farm  research  under 

the  terms  of  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act  of 
19^6,  have  called  a  series,  of  meetings  for 
January.     To  date  they  are:  ;:;u-:\  ■ 

January  9 -10,  dairy  cattle  and  poultry,  and  January  l6-17;  farm 
housing  facilities,  both  at  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.;  January  23  2k,  dairy  market- 
ing   Hotel  Gibson,  Cincinnati,  0.;  January  24-25,.  vegetable  marketing, 
Benjamin  Franklin  hotel,  Philadelphia;  January  8-9.  potato  marketing  work, 
Peoria,  111". 

'January  10-13,  potato,  vegetable,  dairy  products,  and  poultry  and 
egg  marketing,  Birmingham.  Ala.;  January  17,  -technical  committee  on  food  • 
and  human  nutrition  research.  Union  League  club,  Chicago.;  January  17-19,  - 
dairy  and  beef  cattle,  Statler  hotel,  St    Louis;  January  1^-16,  all  western 
regional  technical  committee  to  discuss  many  phases  of  research,  including 
dairy  and  poultry  work,  Berkeley,  Calif.  :  ■ 
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POULTRY  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE        The  first  meeting  of  the  Poultry  Industry 
TO  MEET  JANUARY  13  AND  lh         Advisory  Committee,  which  was  set  up  in  the 

latter  part  of  19^6.  will  "be  held  at  the  U.  S. 

Department  of  Agriculture  in  Washington  on 
January  13  and  lh.     The  committee,  with  17  members,  represents  all  tranches 
of  the  poultry  industry.     It  will  work  with  poultry  people  in  the  Department 
on  current  problems .    W .  D.  Termohlen,  chief  of  the  poultry  "branch,  is 
chairman. 

The  meeting  will  he  opened  with  a  talk  "by  Clinton  P.  Anderson, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture.     Je-sse  B .  Gilmer .  aotlng""head  of  the  Production 
and  Marketing  Admini strati on ,  will  explain-~tLe  purpose  of  the  committee, 
N    E.  Dg&cL  Under  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  will  he  the  luncheon  speaker  on 
the  first  day.     L.  A.  Wheeler.  Director  of  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural 
Relations,  will  speak  the  second  day. 

Subjects  to  he  discussed  "by  other  speakers  are:     The  Research  and 
Marketing  Act  of  19^6,  production  goals,  procurement  and  price  support,  and 
market  prices.    Next  week  we  may  he  ahle  to  give  you  come  of  the  committee's 
recommendations,  which  will  he  made  at  the  close  of  the  meeting. 

-oGo- 

STATES  COMBINE  IN  BULLETIN       A  cooperative  bulletin  on  Dairy  Cattle  Housing 
OR  DAIRY  CATTLE  HOUSING  in  the  North  Central  States  is  soon  to  he 

printed  at  the  Wisconsin  Experiment  Station, 
Madison,  and  distributed  by  the  cooperating 
states.     The  bulletin,  No    h"JG  of  the  Wisconsin  station,  is  financed  on  a  pro 
rata  plan  according  to  agreements  signed  by  a  regional  group  of  Land  Grant 
Colleges.    Last  year  the  South  Dakota  station  issued  a  similair  cooperative 
publication;  Beef  Cattle  Housing  in  the  North  Central  States.    Both  issues  are 
based  on  recommendations  by  the  states  and  USDA  authorities. 

The  committee  who  directed  the  dairy  publication  consists  of 
Wallace  Ashby,  USDA  engineer ;F.  W.  Atkeson,  Kansas  State;  C.  Y.  Cannon,  Iowa 
State'  J.  B.  Fitch,  Minnesota;  J.  H.  Hilton,  Purdue;  C.  E.  Jefferson,  Michigan 
State;  I.  W'.  Rupel,  Texas  A.  &  M  ;  and  four  Wisconsin  men,  J.  J.  LaRcck, 
P.  E.  McNall.  R    L.  Ricketts,  and  S    A.  Witxel  .  Final  editorial  supervision 
in  printing  was  in  charge  of  A.  W    Hopkins  and  Grace  Langdcn,  University  of 
Wisconsin. 

"V*%-o0o-'- 

WELD  COUNTY,  COLO.  On  January  18  the  American  Farmer  show  (ABC — 

FARMERS  3 'CAST  JAN.  18  12:30  p.m.  EST)  will  go  to  Denver  to  pick  up  a 

discussion  by  Weld  county -  farmers  of  their* 
plans  for  19^-7  under  the  Agricultural  Conser- 
vation program  (AAA.)     The  19^-7  AGP  program  will  stress  conservation  --  soil, 
water,  fertility  --  and  the  Weld  county  farmers  will  tell  what  they  have  done 
and  are  planning  for  the  coming  year. 
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FOREIGN  VISITORS  Franjo  Janezic,  chief  of  the  entomology  and  plant 

pathology  section  of  the  agri.  experiment  station 
in  Slovenia ;  Yugoslovia,  will  "be  at  La.  Agri. 
Exp    Station  at  Baton  Rouge,  Jan.  13  17 .    From  Jan;  20  to  2k  he  will  "be  at 
the  Tenn.  Agri.  Exp    station,  Knoxville .     Speaks  English  fairly  well. 

From  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  comes  the  infor- 
mation also  that  Constantine  Michailides ,   chief  of  the  seed  production  division 
of  the  Greek  ministry  of  agriculture,  Athens,  will  he  at  Penna.  State  College 
Jan  15  to  21;  at  Ohio  Station,  Columbus.  Jan.  22  to  Fe"b.  1,  and  at  Worth 
Carolina  Station.  Raleigh,  Feb .  3-8.     Speaks  English  well.    He  is  interested 
in  potato    cereal,  corn  ,  cotton  and  alfalfa  seed  production. 

Arthur  L.  Abel,  entomologist  with  Pest  Control  Ltd.  of  England  is 
visiting  the  U    S .  to  gather  information  on  insecticides,  insecticide  machinery 
and  related  subjects      Pest  Control  Ltd.   is  a  commercial  group  providing  far- 
mers with  consultation  and  spraying  service,  and  also  manufactures  control 
machinery  and  chemicals,     Naturally,  he  speaks  English  well. 

After  visits  at  Orlando    Fia  ,  Gulf port    Miss.,  Phoenix.  Ariz., 
and  Los  Angeles,  he  will  bo-  in  San  Francisco  area,  visiting  the  Univ  of 
Calif    and  at  the  Shell  Oil  Co.  Lab    at  Emeryville.     On  Jan    23  he  leaves 
for  Modesto    Calif.,  the  experimental  station  of  the  Shell  Company. 

On  Jan.  2\  he  leaves  for  Portland,  Ore.,  to  visit  the  Div.  of- 
Truck  Crop  and  Garden  Insect  Investigations  and  the  Div.  of  Cereal  and  Forage 
Insect  Investigations  at  Forest  Grove.     On  Jan.   26  he. leaves  for  Yakima,  Wash., 
to  visit  fruit  insect  investigations  lab,  and  Central  Aircraft  Corp.,  and 
truck  insect  investigations  lab  at  Union  Gap.  Jan.  29  leaves  for  Moscow,  Idaho, 
USDA  lab  and  Wash,     and  Idaho  exp.  stat.  labs. 

On  Jan.  31,  Mr.  Abel  leaves  for  Madison.  Wis.,  to  the  USDA  truck 
crop  insect  and  bee  culture  labs,  and  state  experiment  station  entomologists. 
Enroute  he  may  stop  at  the  Univ.  of  Minn,  to  visit  entomologists      On  Feb.  5 
he  leaves  for  Toledo,  Ohio,  to  visit  USDA  corn  borer  laboratories.     On  Feb.  6 
he  leaves  for  Lansing,  Mich,  to  call  on  the  Bean  Mfg.  Company.    Feb.  7,  return 
to  Washington  D.  C. 

After  a  few  days  in  Washington,  Mr.  Abel  expects  to  make  short  visits 
at  the  New  Haven,  Conn.,  forest  insect  labs,  at  Greenfield.  Mass.  (gypsy 
moth  control),  at  Cornell  univ.  and  at  the  N.  J.  expt.  station,  New  Brunswick. 
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TTSDA  OFFICIAL  TRAVEL 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture    Brannan,  will  be  in  Lincoln, 
Nebraska  on  January  27,28  for  a' meeting  of  the  Department  Agriculture  Advisory 
Committee  in  the  Misso  uri  Basin,  and  in  Denver,  Colorado  on  February  3  for  a 
Soil  Conservation  District  Meeting.     G.  F.  Geissler,  Manager,  Farm  Crop  Ins. 
will  be  in  Atlantic  City,  N.  J.  Jan.  20-22,  for  Convention  of  the  National 
Ccnners  Association 
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GENEEAX  CEO?  EEPOET  The  USDA  Crop  Eeporting  Board  on  Jan.  10  reported- 

AS  OF  JAIftJABY  1. 

Mid -vlnt or  conditions  affecting  19^7  crop  prospects 
are  fully  as  promising  throughout  the  country  as 
those  preceding  any  of  the  recent  record  crop  years.    Fell  and  early  winter 
conditions  have  "been  favorable.    Harvesting  of  19^:6  crops  was  completed  early, 
for  the  most  part,  so  that  fields  could  "be  prepared  for  more  extensive  fall 
see&ings,  and  for  spring  planting.    Soil  moisture  is  generally  adequate.  Seeds 
of  all  kinds  are  in  ample  supply  and  of  good  quality.     Commercial  fertilizers 
will  he  available  in  quantities  more  nearly  approaching  demands.    New  farm 
machines  have  "been  moving  to  farms  in  increasing  numbers.     In  addition  to  these 
factors,  farm  products  continue  in  strong  demand. 

Fall  rainr:  established  a  good  supply  of  soil  moisture,  although 
December  precipitation  was  below  normal  in  many  areas.    The  mild,  open  winter 
weather  during  most  of  December,  continuing  the  favorable  fall  season,  permitted 
harvest  of  corn,  sugar  beets,  cotton,  peanuts,  sorghums  and  other  late  crops. 

Feed -grain  supplies  are  larger  than  on  January  1  of  any  ether  year 
but  19^3 •    In  relation  to  the  grain- consuming  units  of  livestock  and  poultry, 
which  are  lower  than  in  any  of  the  previous  5  years,  current  feed  supplies  are 
the  largest  of  record,  exceeding  those  of  any  other  January  1  by  at  least  7 
percent.    In  addition,  the  feed  grains  are  mostly  of  very  good  quality.  Hay 
stocks  are  second  largest  for  this  date  in  10  years,  exceeded  only  by  those  of 
a  year  ago.    Distribution  of  the  supply,  however,  is  such  that  some  localities 
may  find  supplies  short  in  the  event  of  a  late,  cold  spring. 

Corn  Stocks:  The  January  1,  19^7  stocks  of  2,l66  million  bushels  of 
corn  on  farms  were  17  percent  greater  than  last  year  end  about  a  fifth  larger 
than  average.    A  major  portion  of  this  corn  is  of  high  quality. 

Disappearance  of  977  million  bushels  of  corn  from  farms  since  October 
1  was  6  percent  less  than  in  the  same  quarter  a  year  ago  but  about  a  sixth 
larger  than  average.    Feed  requirements  have  been  lower  than  a  year  ago  because 
of  the  higher  quality  crop,  a  mild  fall  and  less  livestock  on  farms. 

Wheat  Stocks:  Stocks  of  wheat  on  faras  on  January  1,  19^7;  ^e  estim- 
ated at  366,255,000  bushels.     This  is  slightly  mo-re  than  farm  stocks  a  year  ago, 
but  otherwise  the  lowest  for  the  date  since  January  1,  19^1-    The  comparatively 
low.  reserve  on  farms  is  primarily  the  result  of  rapid  October  to  January  dis- 
appearance from  farms . 

-0O0- 

BEKKBHTRE -IANDRAQE  CEOSS  In  cooperation  with  the  University  of  Maryland,  the 

USED  IN  EXPEEIMENTS  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  is  working  on 

developing  a  strain  of  swine  from  a  Landrace - 
Scrkshire  cross.    The  hope  is  to  combine  the  black  color  of  the  Berkshire  with 
the  conformation  of  the  Landrace .  into  a  strain  that  will  be  efficient  in 
producing  high  quality  hogs.    Animals  that  are  about  five -nights  Landrace  and 
three-eights  Berkshire  are  being  interbred.    So  far  a  reasonably  uniform  type  of 
hogs  of  the  desired  color  has  resulted,  but  the  experiment  is  by  no  means 
finished. 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 

NAEFD  Yearbook  .  Scarcely  a  week,  in  fact,  scarcely  a  day,  goes  by 

Available  that  radio  stations  don't  come  to  us  with  requests 

for  help  in  developing  a  farm  radio  program. 

Well,  we  can't  think  of  any  better  way  to  meet  part  of  that  request... 
especially  the  part  soliciting  ideas  about  farm  shows... than  to  call  attention 
to  the  19V6  Annual  of  the  National  Association  of  Radio- Farm  Directors.  Editor 
"Chuck"  Worcester  (farm  director  at  WMT    Cedar  Rapids ,  Iowa)  has  done  a  swell 
job  of  bringing  together  a  lot  of  useful,  highly  readable  information  about  the 
pertinent  angles  of  this  business  of  farm  broadcasting.    Ho  has  included  very 
practical,  tc -the -point  contributions  about  weather  service.,  radio  station 
f arms .. .market  reports  ...  special  types  of  shows ,. .women' s  programs .. .USDA ' s 
aids  to  farm  programs .    He  has  compiled  short  example  or  experience  stories 
from  various  RFD's  cn  the  topics  of  recordings ...  covering  fairs... farm 
department  promotion. .. special  off -the  air  activities  of  EFD' s  ..  .women' s 
programs ...  contests .  etc. 

And  then  he  introduces  around  100  RFD's,  with  a  brief  story  from 
each  one  about  his.  or  her,  "broadcasting  activities .. .background. . .biography,  etc. 

That's  enough  to  give  you  some  idea. ' 

It  strikes  us  this  annuel  will  be  highly  useful,  to  farm  directors 
looking  for  ideas... to  farm  directors  who  need  backing  in    selling"  their 
service,  and  their  new  ideas,  to  the  station  higher-ups.  . 

The  price:     $2.  .  •  . 

Copies  available  from  Charles  Worcester,  Eadio  Station  WMT,  Paramount 
Theatre  Building,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 


Pennsylvania  Praised  Joe  Tonkin,  just  back  from  the  Annual  Extension 

For  It's  Radio  Service  Conference  at  Perm  State,  "praises  of  Elton  Tait, 

.the-  Extension  Radio  Editor  in  Keystone  Land, 
Outstanding  among  Pennsylvania's  FIVE  radio 
services  to  county  agents  is  Radio  Nctes,  a  series  of  eight  to  ten  short  out- 
lines on  farm  matters  which  are  sent  to  the  Agent  each  week  for  localization 
and  use  as  a  bas_s  for  ad  lib  broadcasting.     This  is  supplemented  with  a 
detailed  outline  on  one  subject,  a  Farm  and  Home  calender  for  radio,  Farm  Flashes 
'and  a  radio  house  organ  called  "Mike."    Incidentally,  167  County  Agents  and- 
Home  Demonstration  Agents  attended  the  radio  meetings  and  clinics  held  in 
conjunction  with  the  Extension  Conference  at  State  College  this  week. 
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From  tht: 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


January  17,  1947 


RADIO  SERVICE 

Kenneth  M.  Gapen 


CUT  WHEAT  GOAL 

TO  MAKE  FLAX  BOOST 


Big-  point  of  the  final  19^7  crop  and  livestock  goals 
issued  last  week  "by  USDA  was  the  cut  of  1,020,000 
acres  of  wheat  as  a  means  of  getting  a  proposed  5 
million  acres  of  flaxseed,  now  in  great  demand,  and 


on  which  Secretary  Anderson  has  named' $6  a  "bushel,  Minneapolis  "basis,  as  the 
new  support  price.     Total  final  national  crop  acreage  set  for  19^7  is  about 


356.9  million  acres,  compared  to  about  34^  million  planted  last  year.  There 
were  no  other  very  significant  changes  from  the  November  preliminary  goals. 
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W0RLD  POULTRY  CONGRESS 
SET  FOR  COPENHAGEN 


As  chairman  of  the  special  committee,  W,  D.  Termohlen, 
chief  of  PMA  poultry  "branch,  gave  out  choice  of 
Copenhagen,  Denmark,  as  the  spot  for  the  next  World 
Poultry  Congress,  probably  in  July,  19^8.  Cleveland 
was  the  site  of  the  last  one,  held  in  1939. 


N0N -EMERGENCY  LAWS 
AFFECTING  USDA  EXPIRE 


-0O0- ■ 

The  following  laws  affecting  USDA  are  due  to  expire 
on  the  times  shown,  unless  extended  by  Congress. 


Internal  Revenue  code,  as  amended,  provides  that  no 
tax  shall  be  levied  under  the  Sugar "Act  of-  1937  on  the  manufacture,  use  or 
importation  of  sugar  after  June  %Q }  19^7.  ■ 

As  amended  by  the  79th  Congress,  the  power  of  the  Secretary  to  carry 
out  a  national  agricultural  conservation  program  shall  not  be  exercised  after 
Dec.  31 ,  19^-8,  except  as  to  payments  on  farming  operations  conducted  prior  to 
January  1,  19^-9. 

The  authority  to  conduct  the  farm  labor  supply  program- pursuant" to. , 
the  appropriation  made  in  l^kh  is  extended  only  to  June  30,  19^-7 • 

(continued  on  next  page.) 


-  2  - 


The  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  continues  as  an  agency  of  the  United 
States  until  June  30,  194?. 

The  79th  Congress  amended  the  Emergency  Farm  Mortgage  Act  to  provide 
that  the  Land  Bank  Commissioner  may  make  loans  on  "behalf  of  the  Federal  Farm 
Mortgage  Corporation  not  later  than  July  1,  19^7,  except  to  refinance  previous 
existing  loans. 
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FROM  FOOT-AND-MOUTH  Some  extension  of  the  zone  of  infection  with  foot -and-  • 

BATTLE  FRONT  mouth  cattle  disease  is  reported  "by  Mexican  authorities 

and  the  USDA  special  group  sent  there  on  request  to 
assist  in  preliminary  work.    Fortunately  none  of  the 
infection  is  near  the  "border  yet.    The  trouble  zone  is  around  Mexico  City  and  a 
"bit  westward,  and  also  running  in  a  "broad  "belt  eastward  to  Vera  Cruz,  taking  in 
"both  coastal  plains  and  highlands  of  grea£  altitude. 

Mexican  stockmen  along  the  .north  "border  who  normally  ship  thin  un- 
finished calves  into  this  country  for  grazing  and  slaughter  are  agitated  and 
alarmed,  as  are  many  U.  S.  livestock  ranchers  along  the  vast  line  of  more  than 
2,500  miles  "between  this  country- and  Mexico. 

No  fence  is  there  to  stop  strays  and  wild  animals.    A- sum. was  appropri- 
ated awhile  ago  to  "build  some  fence  in  the  old  tick  infested  zones,  "but  the 
"barrier  is  not  erected.    Risks  from  human  traffic  across  the  line  are  ever 
present.     Once  the  disease,  which  has  at  least  three  types  of  virus,  spreads 
to  the  "border  there  is  grave  danger  of  its  sudden  appearance  in  Texas  and  other 
parts  of  the  Southwest.    Right  now  everybody  has  "fingers  crossed." 

One  previous  outbreak  occurred  in  a  remote  mountain  area  of  Mexico  in 
1926,  "but  the  sparse  movement  of  livestock  and  prompt,  action  on  slaughter  and 
quarantines  held  it  in  check.    The  next  vital  move  must  come  from  Mexican 
officials.    It's  their  country  and  our  authorities  can't  do  much  unless 
invited. 

-cOc- 

THIRD  IEFC  MEETING .  IEFC  (international-  Emergency  Food  Council)  announced 

TO  CONVENE'  JANUARY  30*    ."  ..  .this  morning  that  i.ts  third  quarterly  meetingrwill  "be 

held  here  January  $0.   .  Delegations  from  the  29:-       r  ' 
member  nations  of  the  Council  will  "be  present. 

Consideration  of  coping  with  the  food  emergency  .abroad  in  the  current  winter 

months  will  "be  high  on  the  agenda.     ■•.  ■  v  .   •  ■. 
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DRIVE  GETS  UNDER  WAY  A  drive  to  organize  workers  on  the  Nation's  farms, 

TO  ORGANIZE  FARM  LABOR         ranches,  and  plantations  got  actively  under  way  this 

week  when  10k  delegates  met  in  annual  convention  here 
in  Washington.     The  organization,  known  until  last 

summer  as  the  Southern  Tenant  Farmers  Union,  was  given  a  charter  by  AFL  last 

August  under  the  name  National  Farm  Labor  Union. 
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WORLD  FOOD  PLAN  GROUP  The  FAO  preparatory  commission  that  has  teen  working 

ABOUT  READY  TO  REPORT  here  in  Washington  for  the  past  several  weeks  on 

recommendations  for  a  world  food  plan  is  now  writing 
its  report.    Best  dope  we  can  get  is  that  it  may 
give  out  its  recommendations  the  latter  part  of  next  week. 
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EXTEND  SUCCESSFUL  WOOL         The  wool  preparation  project  carried  on  cooperatively 
PREPARATION  PROJECT  with  the  Texas  A  &  M  College  and  Texas  Wool  &  Mohair 

Marketing  Association  "by  the  Production  and  Marketing 
.Administration  has  "been  so  successful  so  far  that 
it  has  "been  extended  to  February  28.    Under  this  project  about  a  half  a  million 
pounds  of  wool  have  been  prepared  for  market  and  sold.    By  extending  the  program 
another  half  million  pounds  will  be-  prepared  and  sold. 

Customarily  American  wools  have  b  een  put  up  in  such  a  way  that  it  has 
been  expensive  for  the  mills  to  handle  the  wool.    Mills  had  to  do  a  good  deal 
of  work  on  wool  put  up  in  this  way  before  it  was  ready  for  them  to  use.  In 
contrast  to  domestic  wools,  those  from  Australia  come  in  as  "skirted"  fleeces... 
that  is,  the  parts  of  the  fleece  around  the  outer  edge  that  were  relatively- 
coarse  and  stained  were  removed.     Only  one  grade  of  wool  was  put  in  one  package 
and . . . the  wool  was  baled . 

In  the  project  that  is  being  extended  about  a  half  million  pounds  were 
skirted  and  sorted.    The  shrinkage  of  the  wools  was  estimated  by  the  latest 
core  method.    Most  of  the  half  million  pounds  of  wool  were  sold  to  about  15 
different  mills  that  had  been  buying  foreign  wools. 
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FARM  CREDIT  REVIEWS  Recent  letters  of  a  standard  informative  nature  have 

MORTGAGE  SITUATION  T»een  sent  to  Secretary-Treasurers  of  National  Farm 

Loan  Associations  and  similar  cooperating  agencies 
~bjr  Farm  Credit  Administration,  relating  to  the  trends 
in  farm  mortgage  debt  and  its  liquidation.    A  few  highlights  are  given  as  follows: 

The  dollar  volume  of  new  farm  mortgage  recordings  has  been  increasing 
during  most  of  the  war  period.    During  the  first  9  months  in  19^6,  however,  the 
upturn  in  farm  recordings  has  accelerated  sharply,  and  the  estimated  total 
dollar  volume  recorded  during  this  9 -month  period  already  exceeds  by  7  percent 
the  dollar  volume  recorded  during  the  entire  12  months  of  19^5 •    Each  type  of 
lender  has  shared  in  the  increased  volume  of  new  farm  mortgages. 

The  total  amount  of  leans  closed  by  the  Federal  land  banks  and  Land 
Bank  Commissioner  during  the  first  9  months  of  19^6  was  up  20  percent  over  what 
it  was  for  the  corresponding  period  of  19^5  •  estimated  volume  of  farm 

mortgages  recorded  by  individuals  during  the  same  period  was  up  31  percent, 
insurance  companies  38  percent,  miscellaneous  lenders  5^  percent,  and  commercial 
banks  7^  percent. 
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MILLS  NEED  SCRAP  IRON:  -  Every  few  months  we  like  to  remind  farm  listeners 

PRICES  STILL  HIGH  -       of  the.  great  need,  for  turning  in  scrap  iron  --  it's 

that '.time  again.     This  is  a  particularly  good  time 
to  gather  scrap  and  sell  it  to  the  local  dealer , 
for  two  excellent  reasons:      -  ■ 

First,  prices  are  exceptionally  high  and  the  time  will  he  well  repaid. 

Second,  the  scrap  is  "badly  needed  to  help  make  the  steel  required  in 
manufacturing  new  farm  machinery,  automobiles,  housing  materials,  and  all  the 
many  things  for  which  people  have  long  "been  waiting. 

Mills  can  turn  out  steel  more  rapidly  and  efficiently  when  they  use  a 
considerable  amount  of  scrap  iron.    Before  the  war  they  usually  had  enough  scrap 
on  hand  to  last  many  months.    Now  they're  getting  along  on  a  week-to-week  "basis. 
Some  steel  mills  fear  that  production  will  he  'gut  unless  greater  quantities  of 
scrap  show  up  "between  now  and  spring.     The  greatest  need  is  for  all  grades  of 
cast  scrap. 

Farmers  who  have  ordered  new  machinery  for  delivery  this  year  --  and 
that  .includes  most  farmers  --  will  do  themselves  a  good  turn  by  conducting  a 
winter  scrap  harvest.    More  scrap  means  more  steel  -~  and  that  means  more  farm 
machinery. 
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WHEAT,  FLAX,  COTTON  In  spring  wheat,  flax  and  cotton  areas,  crop 

INSURANCE  SIGN-UPS  •     insurance  sales  campaigns  are  just  getting  in 

full  swing.     Closing  dates  for  filing  applications  • 
vary  by  state  --  sometimes  by  counties.  The 
Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corporation  is  emphasizing  the  importance  of  contacting 
every  farmer  growing -an  insurable  crop  to  get  more  participation  in  the  insurance 
program  --  particularly  in  cotton  states.     The  Corporation  believes  that  by 
expanding  participation  and  approaching  the  average  risk,  it  will  be  possible 
to  cut  down  excessive'  losses  and  begin  building  the  premium  reserves  required 
by  Congress. 

Estimates  based  on  the  annual  report  of  the  Corporation  and  later 
reports  from  the  states  involved  show  premium  reserves  for  19^-6  on  wheat,  flax, 
and  both  experimental  crops  --  corn  and  tobacco.     Cotton  losses,  however,  will 
be  very  h  e;a^r  due  to  unfavorable  weather  and  boll  weevil  in  the  Cotton  Belt. 
In  all  probability,  heavy  enough  to  outweigh  reserves  on  all  crops.     That's  why 
the  particular  emphasis  on  selling  more  crop  insurance  to  cotton-  farmers  and 
spreading  the  risk. 

You  might  want  to  keep  up  with  these  intensive  campaigns  in  all  crop 
insurance  areas  through  county  or  state  PMA  committees. 
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AMONG  OUESELVES 


Farm  Wire  News  Lee  Hannify,  who  writes  the  UP  farm  radio  feature 

Becoming  More  Popular  "On  the  Farm  Front"  from  Washington,  cites  some 

figures  on  trends  in  numbers  of  subscribers  as  an 
indication  of  the  growing  popularity  of  farm  news 

among  radio  stations. 

Lee  says  that  in  ' kk ,  "Farm  Front"  was  fifth  on  the  UP  list.     In  '^5, 
it  was  third.    And  "by  'k-6,  it  had  climbed  to  second. 

About  65$  of  HP's  clients  used  "Farm  Front" .. .being  topped  only  by 
"Speaking  of  Sports"  used  by  67$  of  the  clients. 
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Have  You  Ee turned  One  of  the  boys  returned  the  questionnaire  attached 

Your  Questionnaire?  to  the  EFD  letter  week  before  last  with  this  nota- 

tion, "Here's  mine.    Hope  the  rest  of  the  beys 
return  theirs."     (The  questionnaire,  of  course,  was  the  one  in  which  we  asked 
the  kind  of  material  you  'want  in  the  EFD  Letter. ) 

As  of  today,  we've  received  about  60  returns.    We  appreciate  those 
much.     If  the  other  150  or  so  will  return  theirs,  we'll  have  a  better  idea  of 
the  type  of  material  that  will  be  most  helpful  to  you. 

Incidentally,  the  results  so  far  are  throwing  interesting  light  on  some 
things  we've  wondered  about  as  to  contents  of  the  letter. 
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U.S.  DEPARTMENT  Of  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


January  2k ,  19^7 


RADIO  SERVICE 

Kenneth  M.  Gapen 


HIGHLIGHTS  OF  WEEK 
FROM  NATIONS  CAPITAL 


testimony  "before  the  House 
grams . 

Anderson  Outlines 
Price  Problems 


for  trouble  in  maintaining 
does  pose  problems  for  the 


Long-Range  Plans 
For  U.S.  Agriculture 


in  agriculture 


This  week  "brought  a  number  of  important  develop- 
ments here  in  "Washington  affecting  agricultural 
programs  "both  national  and  international.  Prom- 
inent In  these  developments  was  Secretary  Anderson's 
and  Senate  agriculture  committees  on  U.  S.  farm  prop 

-oOo- 

On  Wednesday,  Secretary  Anderson  testified  "before 
the  Committee  on  Agriculture  of  the  House... on 
some  of  the  problems  in  maintaining  prices  of 
agricultural  products.     The  Secretary  doesn't  lock 
support  prices  on  farm  commodities  in  'kf. .  .but  he- 
years  ahead.     (See  piece  on  p. 2... and  enclosure.) 
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On  Thursday,  Secretary  Anderson  again  testified 
"before  Congress ..this  time  "before  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Agriculture ,     In  this  testimony,  the 
Secretary  talked  about  "broad  long-range  problems 
(See  our  piece  on  p.  2. . .and  enclosure.) 
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FAO  Commission  On  Friday,  the  FAO  Preparatory  Commission  that  has 

Makes  Recommendations  been  in  session  here  since  October  came  out  with 

its  recommendations  for  a  world  food  plan  to  (a) 
increase  production  and  consumption,  and  (b) 
stabilize  agricultural  prices.     These  recommendations  will  be  passed  on  by 
United  Nations  agencies,  and  individual  governments.     (See  our  piece  on  p.  5 
and  2  enclosures.) 


USLA  Announces  Plans 
For  Potato  Surplus 
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This  week,  USDA  announced  plans  to  dispose  of  the 
rest  of  the  *k6  surplus  potatoes ...  including 
immediate  disposal  of  low-grade  and  deteriorating 
potatoes.    Meanwhile,  it  announced  potato  acreage 


goals  smaller  than  last  year's, 
of  increasing  acre  yields 


.but  which  may  produce  as  many  potatoes  because 
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AIEDERSON  GIVES  HOUSE  We'd  like  to  call  your  attention  to  the  enclosure 

OUTLINE  OF  PEICE  PROBLEMS      of  Secretary  /nderson's  testimony  Wednesday  of  this 

■week  "before  the  House  Committee  on  Agriculture.  In 
this  testimony,  he  gavo  a  comprehensive  round-up 

of  "immediate  questions  that  -will  "be  essential  in  determining  fundamental 

problems  of  long --range  policy"  on  agricultural  price  supports. 

The  Secretary  pointed  out  that  for  most  commodities  covered  "by  price 
supports,   "we  can  expect  that  prices  will  stay  above  support  levels  through 
19^7."    But  he  added  that  on  the  "basis  of  experience ...  especially  with  potatoes.,.* 
"it  is  not  hard  to  visualize  a  situation  not  far  distant  in  which  existing  price 
supports  would  throw  production  far  cut  of  balance  with  demand  and  would  result 
in  extremely  heavy  Government  expenditures."       On  page  3,  he  gives  estimates 
on  what  price  supports  might  cost  the  Government  under  various; economic  condi- 
tions, ryi      •,  -  ;  ' 

Secretary  Anderson  then    raised  questions  as  to  policy  on  various 
commodities,  such  as  citrus  fruits,  beef  cattle,,  and  wool... milk  and  butterfat. . . 
eggs ...  cotton. . .and  other  commodities. 

You'll  probably  want  to  read  this- report  pretty  carefully. 

:'■   "J"  f'"0& ■    :.-""!-'  -OOO-  .'  ,/i  ,  >  • 

SENATE.  .HEARS  ANDERSON  Yesterday,  Secretary  Anderson  testified  before  the 

ON  FARM  PROGRAM  POLICY  Senate  Committee  on  Agriculture  on  the  whole  broad 

question  of  long-range  farm  policy.    While  he 
touched  briefly  on  some  questions  he  discussed  with 
the  House  Committee  the  day  before,  he  covered  many  new  points. 

In  talking  about  U,.„§»  experts  (page  3  of  enclosure),  the  Secretary 
referred  to  the  request  for  continued  high  wheat  production.    And  then  he  said, 
"Our  ability  to  export  wheat  is  now  limited  only  by  our  ability  actually  to 
deliver  it  at  ports.     Our  wheat  stocks  will  again  be  on  a  relatively  low  level 
this  coming  summer  and  my  own  experience  during  the  last  two  years  has  been 
that  we  have  tended  to  underestimate  rather  than  overestimate  what  we  could 
sell  abroad."    And  referring  to  pessimism  about  continuing  export  markets  for 
products  such  as  cotton  and  wh.eat  Anderson  ' said,  "I  don't  see  why  American 
Farmers  should  reduce  production  schedules  in  advanes  on  the  assumption  -chat 
we  can't  hold  reasonable  export  markets.". 

On  the  matter  of  price  supports.  Secretary  Andersen  told  the 
committee  that  he  thought  "we  could  generally  agree ...  that  the  Commodity  Credit 
Corporation  should  be  continued  as  a  Federal  corporation  with  its  capital  and 
borrowing  power  maintained  at  the  level  now  authorized  by  Congress.  The 
Commodity  Credit  Corporation  will  be  indispensable  in  handling  price  support 
operations  through  1$&8." 

And  then  he  suggested  consideration  of  existing  restriction  on  the 
sale  of  stocks  held  by  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation.    He  said  that,  "The 
prohibition  against  sales  of  such  stocks  at  less  than  parity  prices  now  has 
our  hands'  tied  in  dealing  with  our  present  accumulation  of  wool." 

See  enclosure. 
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REGIONAL  MEETINGS  PLAN  During  the  past  3  weeks,  meetings  have  "been  held 

RESEARCH  -MARKETING  PROJECTS    at  key  points  throughout  the  country  to  consider 

regional  research  to  he  carried  on  under  the 
Research  and  Marketing  Act  of  19^6.    As  you  recall, 
the  Act  provides  that  at  least  2%  of  the  funds  shall  "be  devoted  to  regional 
research* . .with  2  or  more  experiment  stations  in  each  region  taking  part. 

For  your  "background  in  following  up  on  these  projects,  this  is  the 

line-up  on  the  meetings  just  completed:    Birmingham,  Ala.,  potato  marketing... 

Berkeley,  Calif.,  dairy,  poultry  and  other  research. . .Chicago           food  and 

human  nutrition. .  .Cincinnati  dairy  marketing. .  .New  Brunswick,  N.  J.  dairy 

cattle  and  poultry,  and  farm  housing  and  facilities .. .Peoria,  111.,    potato 

marketing. ..  Philadelphia  ---  vegetahle  marketing. 
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RADIO  TO  CARRY  BALL  Secretary  Anderson  has  designated  Feh.  2-8  as 

ON  GARDEN  PLANS  WEEK  National  Garden  Planning  Week.    Because  of  the 

limited  time  to  get  ready  for  it,  radio  will 
have  to  carry  the  "big  part  of  the  lead.  Here 

are  a  few  suggestive  ideas  that  you  may  want  to  touch  on  prior  to,  and  during, 

the  week: 

New  Gardening  Developments  such  as  wilt -resist ant  tomatoes,  and 

other  new  crop  varieties .. .plant  growth  regulators. . .DDT. , .etc. 

Trees  and  Shrubs  The  gardening  program  this  year  will  emphasize 

home  grounds  and  community  improvement. 

Space  for  Gardens  In  towns,  many  of  the  vacant  lots  used  for  gardens 

during  the  war  probably  are  "being  used  for  "building  and  other  pur- 
poses.   So  there'll  need  to  "be  some  planning  for  garden  space. 

Veterans  Many  recently -re turned  veterans,  who  have  missed  out  on 

war-time  gardening,  will  need  to  start  with  the  ABC's  on  gardening. 
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WHAT  '  TYPE  OF  ROADS  For  your  information,  a  survey  is  under  way 

BEST  FOR  FARM  PEOPLE?  this  month  in  Logan  County,  Colo.,  to  help 

arrive  at  a  pattern  for  "building  the  kind  of 
rural  roads,  that  are  of  greatest  service  to  farm 
people.    Each  farm  and  ranch  family  is  "being  contacted  personally.    They  will 
be  asked  a  list  of  questions  concerning  family  use  of  the  roads  for  "business 
and  other  activities. 

The  survey  is  "being  made  cooperatively  "by  the  Public  Roads  Administra- 
tion, the  Colorado  State  Highway  Department,  the  Logan  County  Board  of  Comm- 
issioners, and  the  County  Agricultural  Agent. 
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USDA  OFFICIAL  TRAVEL  AND  DATES 


Feb.  24 


Los  Angeles 


Secy.  Andersen 


Meeting  Pacific 
States  Butter,  Egg, 
Cheese  &  Poultry 
Association 


Jan.  29 


Galveston,  Texas 


E. A. Meyer , Asst.  Admin, 

PMA 


Annual  Meeting  Nat'l. 
Cotton  Council. 


Feb.  15 
Fe"b.  17-20 
Feb.  20-21 


Des  Moines ;  la. 
New  York  City 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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National  Farm:  Inst i-  M 
tate  Nat'l.  Peach 
Council  Mtg".  Uniied 
Fresh  .Fruit  and    1  : 
Vegetable  Convention. 


Jan,  29-30-31       Washington,  D.C 


G.F.Geissler,  Manager, 
FCI 


Meeting  outstanding 
sales  agents  and 
county  committeemen 
responsible  for  the 
recent  wheat  cam- 
paign. 


Feb.  4-5 


Feb.  4 


Washington,  D.  C. 
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Burlington,  Vt.        Under-Secy.  Dcdd 


Tobacco  crop  insur- 
ance meetings  in 
conjunction  with 
Field  Ser.  Branch. 

Meeting  Food  Advis- 
ory Committee  and 
Combined  Houses  of 
Legislature . 
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BAE  REPORTS  ON  STOCKS  The  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  reported 

WHEAT  AND  FEED  GRAINS  this  afternoon  on  stocks  of  wheat  and  feed  grains 

on  hand  in  this  country  on  January  1.    This  is 

the  story  in  brief: 

Feed  Grains  Largest  stocks  of  corn. .. second  largest  stocks  of  oats... but 

smallest  stocks  of  barley  and  rye  in  the  4-year  series  of  stock  positions 
on  Jan .  1 . 

Wheat  Relatively  small  stocks  of  wheat  643  million  bu.  in  all  storage 

positions  (on  and  off  farms)  on  Jan.  1.     These  stocks  are  smaller  than  on 
Jan.  1  of  any  of  preceding  6  y^ars  and  not  much  more  than  half  as  large  as 
on  Jan.  1,   r 43 •    However,  they  are  much  larger  than  this  date  in  ^  of  6  years 
1935-40.     Chief  causes  of  present  small  stocks  after  the  record  '46  crop  are 
the  low  carry-over  stocks  on  July  1,   '46,  and  relatively  heavy  millings  and 
exports  in  recent  months. 
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FAO  BODY  RECOMMENDS  After  about  h  months  of  study  here  in  Washington, 

WORLD  FOOD  PLAN  the  Preparatory  Commission  of  FAO*  came  up  today 

•with  its  recommendations  for  a  world  food  plan. 

The  recommended  plan  aims  at:  (a)  increasing 
production  and  consumption  of  "basic  foods,  and  (b)  stabilizing  agricultural 
prices . 

Among  the  important  recommendations  that  the  Commission  made  are: 

1.  Annual  Eeview  of  National  Programs  at  FAO  conference,  of  agriculture  and 

nutrition  so  that  individual  nations  can  gear  their  own  plans  to  the  world 
situation.    No  nation  would  be  bound  as  to  revisions  it  should  make. 

2.  International  Commodity  Agreements  and  other  winter -governmental  arrange- 
ments for  individual  commodities  as  a  major  device  for  stabilizing  prices  and 
expanding  production  and  consumption.     In  addition  to  such  devices  as  price 
ranges... and  use  of  export  and  import  quotas ...  the  .Commission  recommended  that 
these  agreements  include   .- 

Famine  reserves  to  be  held  by  individual  nations,  but  used  on 

internationally -agreed  terms. 

Price  stabilizing  reserves  or  buffer  stocks,  to  be  held  by  the 

individual  nations. 

Sales  at  special  prices  of  quantities  above  commercial  demand  to 

supplement  diets  of  needy  groups .. .provided  the  countries  getting 
the  food  have  definite  nutritional  programs  certified  by  FAO.  Food 
considered  suitable  for  such  a  program  include:    breadgrains  and 
rice... and  in  some  circumstances,  protective  foods  such  as  citrus 
fruit,  concentrates,  dried  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  livestock 
products.    Exporting  countries  concerned  would  bear  the  cost  of 
financing  such  sales . 

World  Food  Council  made  up  of  representatives  of  18  member  govern- 
ments.    The  Council  would  serve  in  between  FAO  conference  sessions 
as  the  link  between  FAO  and  governments.    It  would  review  commod- 
ity situations  and  initiate  studies  of  commodity  agreements,  etc. 

Coordinating  Committee  to  facilitate  inter-governmental  arrangements 

for  primary  commodities .. .pending  establishment  of  proposed  Inters 
national  Trade  Organization. 

All  of  the  foregoing  recommendations  would  be  put  into  effect  without 
setting  up  a  new  international  agency. 

The  Commission's  report  will  be  submitted  to  member    governments  and 
consideration  by  the  FAO  Executive  Committee. 

We're  enclosing  two  reports:     (a)  An  FAO  press  release  summarizing 
the  Commission's  report,  and  (b)  a  statement  from  USDA  giving  the  general 
background  on  the  recommendations  and  our  Government's  point  of  view.  If 
you'd  like  copies  of  the  full  report,  we'll  get  it  for  you. 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 

"American  Farmer"  to  Have         Next  Saturday  (February  1 ) ,  Bob  White  of  ABC 
Round -Up  on  New  Weed  Killer      Net  work,  will  carry    in  the  "American  Farmer" 

the  first  major  report  on  l$k6  results  with  the 
new  weed  killer,  2,4-D  .    Taking  part  in  the 
"broadcast  will  be:     (a)  L.  W.  Kephart  in  charge  of  weed  investigations  for  the 
U..  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  (b)  Dr,  C.  J.  Willard,  of  Ohio  State  University, 
and  (c)  Walter  S.  Ball,  of  the  California  State  Department  of  Agriculture. 

The  broadcast  will  summarize  results  from  the  use  of  2,^-D  on  certain 
major  weed  pests,  including  Canada  thistle .bindweed. . .range  weeds. . .etc. ,  etc. 
Oh  yes.    And  ragweed,  too. 

And  there'll  be  a  little  background  as  to  2,  lf-D's  role  as  a  "secret 
weapon"  during  the  war... one  of  the  best-kept  secrets  of  the  war. 
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Bill  Drips  Comes  by  Bill  Drips,  agricultural  director  of  NBC,  dropped 

For  a  Visit  by  last  week  for  a  visit  with  our  Director  of 

Information,  Keith  Himebaugh,  and  radio  folks 
around  the  Department.    In  the  course  of  his  visit 
we  learned  that  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour-  is  now  on  166  stations. 
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Tonkin  "Rides"  Again  As  we  go  to  press,  Brother  Tonkin  is  getting"ready 

For  New  England  Schools  to  ride  and  spread  the  alarm  to  every  Middlesex 

village  and  farm"  in  Massachusetts  with  a  series 
of  radio  schools  in  Amherst  and  Boston.  WBZ-WBZA 

will  cooperate.    The  first  week  in  February  will  see  Joe  in  Vermont  and 

Connecticut. 

Joe  Tonkin  returns  from  his  Hint on,  West  Virginia  radio  school  with 
a  story  of  some  youngsters  that  bears  passing  along.    The  County  A.gent  in 
Greenbrier  County,  West  Virginia  is  27  years  old  and  was  a  County  Agent  when 
he  was  21.    The  Assistant  County  Agent  is  another  greybeard  of  25,  while 
the  h-E  Leader  is  all  of  2k.    Best  of  all,  the  older  farmers  like  'em.  This 
"kid's  team:  radio  outlet  will  be  WRON,  Ronceverte,  W,  Va. 
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